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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

195

Name(s) of African providing account:

Casimiro

Date account recorded:

1828

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation or last update:

30 September 2021

Source:
English translation of statement printed on p. 107-108 and 199n2 in VOICES OF
THE ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY,
edited by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University
of North Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press.
Used by permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 107:
“Statement of Casimiro, Mina, thirty years old, married…
He has no complaint against the man who currently runs the estate, Don Antonio Toscano, that
is. The mayoral is very harsh, punishing them severely. Although the mayoral has done no more
than punish the deponent by shackling his wrists, he has been known to be harsh with the rest of
the slaves. The slaves are looked after properly, provided with victuals, and given any other
necessities, and they really have no grounds for complaint in that respect. They receive two
rations a day, one at eleven o’clock in the morning and the other in the afternoon. When they are
sick, they are attended to without delay with all that is necessary. The slave Feliciano told
everyone that in the old days, their owner Don Matías Vildóstegui would come to the estate
every week to look around. They obeyed him because he had the law behind him. Once the new
mayoral was hired, the master stopped coming to the estate every week, which is why Felicino
himself told them that they should all go into the scrub to wait for Don Matías Vildóstegui. It
was a long time before Don Matías showed up, and they intended to remain in the scrub until he
arrived. When the slaves realized that [there was a search party] looking for them, they set out
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for the factory courtyard there on the estate and their huts instead, where Don Antonio Toscano
met with them. He told them to calm down, that everything would be taken care of, and that they
were forgiven. He told them that they should go home, and, with that, he distributed some
rations. Shortly thereafter, several unfamiliar white men showed up at the quarters. They seized
seven of the fourteen slaves, taking them off to the stocks. The rest of the slaves were quick to
flee. Taita Feliciano, the moreno working the fifth shift, Roque, and José Eleno Criollo met with
Don Antonio Toscano, and right away they asked, by virtue of the pardon, that Pablo, José
Dolores, Julián, and Ruperto be released from the stocks. Toscano agreed, giving them the key.
They released their
p. 108:
fellow slaves, set out to find Toscano, and thanked him for his actions. He replied that they
should go to their huts to rest. A few moments later, a gang of white men materialized. They
apprehended them and put them in the stocks. The seven who got away were Esteban, Manuel
Bibí, Cristóbal, Roque, José Dolores, Gabriel, and Feliciano…. The only thing that Feliciano told
them was that, when the whites went out in search of them, they should not do anything. If the
dogs attacked them, then they could take action. Whites were whites. They could kill the dogs,
but they should exercise great caution with the whites, they should not do anything to harm them
…. They have barely had any time to rest since the current mayoral has come. They work
incessantly in order to fulfill their duties without being punished. From the beginning, the entire
crew has been dissatisfied with this mayoral because once they file out, he makes them run the
rest of the way to the work site…. They have no complaint concerning the various chores they
do. They do not work on holidays and they do not work overtime. They arise for morning
prayers, they clean the factory courtyard, and, once this is done, they go out to work in the fields.
Work stops at twelve o’clock, when they eat lunch, and they rest for two hours. Then, they return
to work cutting grass until sunset. Later they go home and eat…”

Gloria García Rodríguez comments:
p. 199:
Casimiro and others involved were sentenced to twenty-five lashes and ordered shackled for six
months.
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